
EAST WAKE ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL

INDEPENDENT STUDY AGREEMENT

This agreement, entered into this the 8th day of January, 2013 by and between Darrell Johnson, Assistant Headmaster of East Wake Academy High School (hereinafter referred to as “the Administrator”), Lindsey Cyrus High School Dance Teacher (hereinafter referred to as “the Advisor”), and

Mariela Griffin: hereinafter referred to as “the Student”

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Student has enrolled in the Independent Study Course of 

51342 Independent study in Dance
in order to further the Student’s understanding and knowledge of 

 Teaching and Choreography
WHEREAS, the effective dates of such study shall be

 January 7th, 2013-May 30th, 2014
WHEREAS, the above mentioned parties agree that such study shall be completed by the Student under the direction and supervision of the Advisor with approval from the Administrator with the terms and conditions as set forth herein.

I. Requirements

A. Development
The Student and the Advisor will work together to develop a course of study and culminating project (hereinafter referred to as “the Independent Study Project”) to fulfill the requirements of the course.

B. Research
A. Student will observe advisor in teaching and take specific notes.  
B. Student will read choreography excerpts from the following books: “Choreography” by Sandra Minton, “Dance Composition” by Smith-Autard, “Choreographers Handbook” by Jonathan Burrows.
C.Student will observe a teacher in another subject area to be exposed to various teaching strategies.
D.Student will gather an abundance of information on choreographic tools and watch videos demonstrating specific tools the student will be teaching.

E. Student will review various lesson plan formats and choose one to complete.
C. Practice
A. Student will teach small sections of 4th period, Modern Dance 3 Honors.  
B. Student will create choreography to specific tools and be evaluated by teacher.

C. Student will practice creating material with different concepts and/or inspirations.  

D. Student will use a journal to write down notes, inspirations, choreography, and more.

E. Student will teach a full class with warm up, center, across the floor, and combination.

D. Creation
A. Student will create a dance lesson plan.
B. Student will create choreography that will then be taught to students.

C. Student will choreograph a whole dance with a detailed concept.

E. Student will teach multiple classes on her own.

E. Presentation
The student will present the full length dance during the Spring 2013 Dance Concert in front of fellow students, teachers, friends, and family.
F. Adjudication and Assessment
The student will present choreography to the advisor weekly once the creation of the final project begins.  Each week the student will receive a grade and feedback on the material.  Student will be expected to explain her creation process.  Student’s assessment rubric will include weekly grades, teaching process, rehearsal, and final performance. 


II. Student Duties

A. Daily Work
a. Research Daily Activities: Student will divide time between reading choreography books, answering guided questions and participating as a dance assistant in 4th period. 
B. Practice Daily Activities: Student will rotate between teaching warm-up, center, and across the floor.  After a week or two of this student will then teach short phrases of choreography to Modern I.  Student will complete section of the lesson plan she is teaching.  Eventually student will complete and teach a full lesson plan.  
C. Creation Daily Activities: Student will begin using tools and observations acquired while researching in order to create dance for the classroom.  Student will create a phrase and upon approval of teacher begin to expand on the material to create a full piece.  Once the full piece is choreographed (1 ½-2 weeks) student will use skills gained during practice and teach the performance choreography to Modern I.

B. Weekly Meetings with the Advisor
Advisor and student will meet Wednesdays 12:10-12:40.  During meetings student will give all weekly assignments to advisor.  Advisor will provide feedback and further instructions for the following week.  If student is planning to teach the upcoming week student should present advisor with lesson plan and sample choreography, warm-up, across the floor, and/or center.
C. Preparation Outside of School
Student will complete most of choreography and all teaching in school.  Student will be held responsible for choosing and editing music, deciding upon costuming, and applying critiques to choreography.  All which may need to be completed outside of school hours.  Any weekly work that is not completed during independent study course hour will be expected to be completed outside of school.
D. Timeliness
Week 1-3: Student will complete research of choreographic tools, how to create a dance with inspiration, costuming, music, and teaching skills.  

Week 4: Student will teach a warm-up (Monday), Center (Tuesday), Across the floor (Wednesday).  Student will complete a self-assessment and turn in on Friday of the 3 teachings.
Week 5: Student will lead dance activity. (Monday)

Week 6: Student will teach phrase to class (Tuesday) and student will receive feedback from students and advisor and complete assessment by Thursday.

Week 9: Student will teach a full class this week and be assessed by teacher.  

Week 10: Student will teach a full class this week.
Track out

Week 11: Student will begin teaching choreography for performance to modern dance I class. 
Week 12-13: Student will start creating choreography for final presentation and show teacher weekly for critiques and guidance. Student will also help critiques students performing advisor’s choreography.
Week 14-15: Student will teach choreography to class.  Student will be responsible for creating and critiquing all material.

Week 16: Student will serve as teacher and clean all concert dances.  Student will lead warm up, center, and across the floor.
Week 17: Week of presentation

Week 18: Student will watch concert and write a critique on her choreography.  Student will assess independent study and address goals reached.
III. Advisor Duties

A. Approval of Activities to be completed within the Independent Study Project
Advisor agrees to consider activities proposed by the Student to fulfill the requirements of the Independent Study.  Advisor agrees to approve of all activities before they are carried out and to submit approval to the Administrator for such activities.

B. Weekly Meetings with the Student
1. Advisor will grade guided questions and choreography.
2. Advisor will provide student with feedback on dance material and how to improve upon techniques.

3. Advisor will help provide resources for student to accomplish choreographic and teaching goals.

C. Grading Practices
Student will receive a weekly grade out of 100 for research.  During practice teaching student will be provided with a rubric before teaching on grading expectations.  Student will be graded on all teachings and all choreographic creations.  The weekly teaching of performance choreography, rehearsal, costuming/music and final performance will all make up final project grade.  Student will have an engrade account where grades can be viewed.
D. Preparation for Presentation
Presentation will be during the Fall 2012 dance concert which has been approved.  Student will provide advisor with any props needed a month before performance and advisor will assist with props.  
E. Provision for Work Completed After School
Rehearsals will take place with the modern I class during 4th period.  There will be no after school rehearsals other than dress rehearsal for all dance classes on November 15th.  Advisor and student will both be present at this dress rehearsal and advisor will assist student with any needs.
F. Adjudication of Final Presentation

i. Student will have rubric before presentation/performance and advisor will use expectations to give grade for final project.  However, as stated above the creation and teaching process also are included in the final project grade.
ii. Advisor will secure an Adjudication Board consisting of, at least, the Administrator, other teachers, the Student’s peers.  Other adjudicators may include community members and/or professionals in the area of the Independent Study Project)  As this is during concert adminstrators, teachers, and peers will be in attendance of presentation.


IV. Administrator Duties

A. Support of the Student’s Endeavors
The Administrator agrees that the student is enrolled in the Independent Study Course to earn an academic grade.  The Administrator agrees to support the student by giving consideration to activities within the Independent Study previously approved by the Advisor.

B. Support of the Student’s Presentation
The Administrator agrees to give approval for the Presentation of the Independent Study Project to take place on East Wake Academy’s campus and to support the Presentation when submitted for approval to the Delta Team.

C. Adjudication of Final Presentation
The Administrator agrees to participate in the Adjudication process of the Independent Study Presentation with guidance from the Advisor.


V. General Provisions

A. Supplies and Materials

i. 3 Choreography books

ii. iPod

iii. Editing software

iv. Costumes

v. Journal 
B. Clarification of Approved Off-Campus Activities

C. Procedures for Activities Outside of Independent Study Period

The Student recognizes that failure to complete the Independent Study Project as set forth by this agreement and subsequent project outlines can result in a failing grade for the Student.  The Student agrees to complete the Independent Study Project as set forth by this agreement.

The Advisor agrees to aid and guide the Student through the processes of Designing, Researching, Practicing, Creating, and Presenting the Independent Study Project.  The Advisor agrees to assign grades to the Student’s work according to the Grading Practices aforementioned.  The Advisor agrees to sponsor the Presentation of the Independent Study Project.

The Administrator agrees to the terms of this agreement as aforementioned.  The Administrator agrees to provide support and approval for the activities needed to complete the Independent Study Project.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have set their hands and seal on the date first written above.

___________________________________________________

The Student

___________________________________________________

The Advisor

___________________________________________________

The Administrator

